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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35U.S.O. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 November 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Clainfis 

4) M Claim(s) 31-60 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 31-42,44-53 and 55-57 is/are allowed. 
Q)M Claim(s) 43 and 58-60 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 54 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 20 November 2001 is/are: a)n accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 1E Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR l,84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description; 33. A proposed 
drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the appHcation. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 22. A proposed drawing 
correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the specification to add the reference sign(s) in 
the description, are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
appUcation. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 54 is objected to because it includes reference characters which are not enclosed 
within parentheses. 

Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed description of the 
drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same element or group of elements in 
the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so as to avoid confusion with other numbers or 
characters which may appear in the claims. See MPEP § 608.01(m). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 43 and 58-60 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A broad range or limitation together with a narrow range or limitation that falls within the 
broad range or limitation (in the same claim) is considered indefinite, since the resulting claim 
does not clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent protection desired. Note the 
explanation given by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences in Ex parte Wu, 10 
USPQ2d 2031, 2033 (Bd. Pat. App, & Inter. 1989), as to where broad language is followed by 
"such as" and then narrow language. The Board stated that this can render a claim indefinite by 
raising a question or doubt as to whether the feature introduced by such language is (a) merely 
exemplary of the remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a required feature of 
the claims. Note also, for example, the decisions of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 USPQ 74 (Bd. 
App. 1961); Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); ?ind Ex parte Hasche, 86 USPQ 481 
(Bd. App. 1949). In the present instance, claim 43 recites the broad recitation Figures 3, and the 
claim also recites 3a which is the narrower statement of the range/limitation, claim 58 recites the 
broad recitation 210-230 mm, and the claim also recites 210 mm which is the narrower statement 
of the range/limitation, claim 59 recites the broad recitation 170-200 mm, and the claim also 
recites 1 84 mm which is the narrower statement of the range/limitation, and claim 60 recites the 
broad recitation 205-235 mm, and the claim also recites 220 mm which is the narrower statement 
of the range/limitation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 31-42, 44-53 and 55-57 are allowed 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: As the claimed 
invention was read in light of the specification, the prior art of record fails to disclose or render 
obvious a rectangular frame system with one to two discoid radiation filters for filtering the 
spectrum of a tanning radiator, with an upper plate, a lower plate and two to three marginal 
members wherein two marginal members lie opposite one another and the join the upper plate to 
the lower plate the upper plate having a first opening whose perimeter describes a circle, an 
ellipse, a rectangle or a polygon, and the lower plate has a rectangular second opening, the 
second opening having a greater area than the first opening , and on the two oppositely lying 
marginal members, which border on the side of the frame system at which no marginal member 
is provided, at least two double spring clips are arranged such that between the lower plate and 
the double spring clips a first radiation filter is clamped . 

The closest prior art, Wolff (4,194,125), Kratz (4,623,796), Kerschgens (4,560,883), and 
Sellmeier et al (DE 2941467) teach a rectangular frame system with one to two discoid radiation 
filters and plates, but they do not teach a double spring clipping means or the desired shape and 
size of the openings. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Gurzo whose telephone number is (571) 272-2472. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Lee can be reached at (571) 272-2477. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



PMG 

March 9, 2004 




